
Corrie T en Boom Story on Forgiving 

a balding, heavyset man in a gray overcoat, a brown felt hat 
clutched between his hands. People were filing out of the basement room where I had just spoken, moving 
along the rows of wooden chairs to the door at the rear. It was 1947 and I had come from Holland to defeated 
Germany with the message that God forgives. 

-out land, and I gave them my favorite mental 

sins were thrown  

Germany in 1947. People stood up in silence, in silence collected their wraps, in silence left the room. 

the brown hat; the next, a blue uniform and a visored cap with its skull and crossbones. It came back with a 
rush: the huge room with its harsh overhead lights; the pathetic pile of dresses and shoes in the center of the 

beneath the parchment skin. Betsie, how thin you were! 

 
 

would not remember me, of course how could he remember one prisoner among those thousands of women? 

-to-face with one of my captors 
and my blood seemed to freeze. 

me. 

in the hand came out
 

I whose sins had again and again to be forgiven and could not forgive. Betsie had died in 
that place could he erase her slow terrible death simply for the asking? 

econds that he stood there hand held out but to me it seemed hours as I 
wrestled with the most difficult thing I had ever had to do. 

I knew that. The message that God forgives has a prior condition: that we forgive those 
who have injure

 

home in Holland for victims of Nazi brutality. Those who were able to forgive their former enemies were able 
also to return to the outside world and rebuild their lives, no matter what the physical scars. Those who nursed 
their bitterness remained invalids. It was as simple and as horrible as that. 



I knew that 

 

 And as I did, an incredible 
thing took place. The current started in my shoulder, raced down my arm, sprang into our joined hands. And 
then this healing warmth seemed to flood my whole being, bringing tears to my eyes. 
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